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The Story of Eight Administrations

A Review. By JUDGE WILLARD BARTLETT.

FROM HARRISON TO HARDING. A PER-
SONAL NARRATIVE, COVERING A
THIRD OF A CENTURY, 1858-1921. By
Arthur Wallace Donn. Two volumes. G, P.
Futnam's Sons,

WELL TRAINED journalist of
ability and experience occupying
the pesition of the Waahing‘ljn

correspondent of an influential newspaper

or gEroup of newspapers must needs enjoy

exceptional opportunities for observing and |

recording the activities of the public men
who make the history of the country, as
ona Presidential adminlstration succeeds
another,

The avthor of these volumes is

such & journalist. Born in Minnesota, he |

tezan newspaper work on the Grand Forks
FPiaindealer in North Dakota in 1883; four
years later he became city editor of the
well known St. Paul Pioncer-Press, and in
1383 he went to Washington as the cor-
respondent of that journal and the Port-
Iwnd QOregonian, From 1393 to 1906 he had
charge of the Congressional report of the
Assoclated Press, and since 1598 he has
contributed daily letters from Washing-

ton to the American Press Association. To
lof the conservation movement."

be a first rate Washington correspondent
A man must possess a sense of humor and
have access to the most exclusive soclety
in the national eapital. That Mr. Dunn is
qualifled for his position in both of these
respects may be inferred from the fact
that he has been president of the famous
Gridiron Club, whose distinguishing func-

tion it Is to make fun of the great men |

of the country at its annual banquets, and
from his membership in the Chevy Chase
Club. the most exclusive country club im
Washington,

The present work is a personal narra-
tive of political life in the Capitol and at
the White House under six Presidents:
Benjamin Harrison, Grover Cleveland,
Wiliam McKinley,
Willlam H. Taft and Woodrow Wilson, Mr.
Punn has known them all well and some
of them intimately. He assures us that
he has tried to write of them as an un-
prejudiced observer, all the more because
geople are not always just to the men
they elect to the high office of President.
*“f the six men who have been Presidents
during the thirty-two years ending March
4, 1921, only one,” he tells us. “escaped
the innuendoes of slanderous whisperings
concerning their morality.,” This is worse
than we had supposed, but, as Mr. Dunn
adds, It is ind a cheering and significant
fact that noneé of these whisperings has
ever caused the people to lose confidence
in their Presidents. “Wherever a President

has been rebuked by the people it has |

=teen on aceount of his policie= and acis as
President and not for personal ressons'
Benjamin Harrison became President
just as the natlon celebrated the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the adoption of the
Foederal Mrs. Cleveland at-
tended the ceremonies of that celebration
in New York. at which President Harrison
wad the most prominent figure, In the
same fine spirit which she showed
Washington in maintaining the brilllancy
of the entertainments at the White House
to the very end of her hasband's Admin-
fstration. Neither she, nor Mr. Cleveland,
nor any member of his Cabinet manifestad
any sense of disappointment at his defeat.
The physical contrast between Cleve-
fand and Harrison was very striking on
the day of the inauguration. Cleveland
was big, strong and robust; his successor

nstitution,

wns undersized, rather delicate iouisini["““’ returned to the White House in the

and wore his iron gray beard “in such

& fashion as to give a concave appearance | Which Daniel 8.

to his face™ The latter peculiarity gave
a sardonlec expression to President Harri-
son’s features, which did not aceord with
hiz true character. We believe Mr. Dunn
i=s the first observer to call attention to
it. The campaign caricatures which pic-
tured the Republican candidate in his
“Grandfather's Huat,” a furry tile many
times too big for him, were also mislead-
ing; for, as Mr. Dunn says, Benjamin Har-
rizon was a much abler man than his
grandfather, President Williun Henry
Hurrison. “His unfortunate manner was
his greatest drawback: he appeared sus-
plvious of people; was non-committal In
conversation, and would do the right thing
in the wrong way.” As Senator Evarts
sald, when asked what kind of a candidate
he would make: “Oh, Harrison's a good

at |
career,' he said at that time, ‘it will be in

| undoubtedly a correet forecast. Harrison’s

lsmms: yet it was true enough, and *the
Theodore Roosevelt, |

Republican and one of the foremost lawyers
in the couniry; but he has no bowels of
compassion!” By this his hearers under-
stood him to mean that Harrison would ap-
peal to the intellect of the voters rather
than to their imagination, and such was

strictnesg in the observance of Sunday sur-
passed that of any other President, so far
as l= known. When he had planued to
stt out on a long journey on Sunday night
he would not start a minute before mid-
night. “The train would be made up and
waiting, all arrangements had to be made
by the railroad employees on Sunday, but
the President would nol leave the White
House till after the midnight hour.”

The Fifty-first Congress, which as-
sembled in 1889, was notable not only for
the distinction of its membefs, but for
what is accomplished. *“It was the Con-
gress of the MeKinley tariff, the Sherman
anti-trust law, the silver purchase law, the
Reed rules counting a quorum (in spite of
refusal of members present to answer the
roll call), of the billion dollars of expendi-
tures, of large pension increases and of
land legislation which resulted in the great
system of forest reserves and the beginning
Three
future now e | the field
of national politics. William McKinley, as
Chairman of the Committee on Ways and
Means and majority leader of the House
of Representatives; Theodore Roosevell,
as a Civil Service Commissioner of the
United States, and Wiliam H, Taft, as
Solicitor-General, the law officer of the
Department of Justice, next in rank to
the Attorney-General. “Of Taft,” we are
told, “little was known outside of Ohlo,
where he had been a Judge In one of the
smaller courts.” This statement reads
strangely, when we reflect that the same
man is now Chief Justice of the TUinited

Droaidant A
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smaller court” was the Superior Court of
Cincinnati, Mr. James M. Beck, whose
speeches and writings were so serviceable
to the cause of the Entente allies during
the great war, now occupies the position
to which Judge Taft was first appointed
under the Federal Government, Mr. Dunn
first met Theodore Roosevelt shortly af-
ter he became Civil Service Commissioner:
and the interview is worth remembering
as disclosing his own ideas concerning his
future carcer. “He was in one of the
dingy little rooms,” says Mr. Dunn, “then
occupied by the commission. Sitting at a
desk he stared at me through large tortoise
shell rimmed glasses.

" *Well, sir; what can I do for you? he
asked, with his usual abruptness.

*'Oh, nothing I replied.
from Dukotn'

*‘You are!’

down!

much,’ ‘I'm

he shouted. ‘Come in! sit |
Fut your feet on the table!* ‘
“And then we had a long gabfest about |
the Territory soon to become two Smm-a,'
“A few months ! Hithe

story for he was always

later wrote au

about Roosevelt

| good for a story, and quoted him as to his

ambitions and aspleations. “If I have a
literature rather than in politics'"™

This declaration was prophetic of his
aptitude for the liternture of adventurous
travel, hunting and naturai history; in
which his achievements would have suf-
ficed to win him distinction even if he had
attempted nothing in any eother field of
endeavor,

As a result of the election of 1892, Cleve-

following yenr, with a strong Cabinet, in
Lamont, formerly the
President’s private zecretary, was Soccre-
tary of War. Mr. Dunn says he was a
great ald to the President's policy of se-
crecy concerning the doings of the Ad-

of Baron Fava, the Minister from Italy,
whose tion as A came
later. Mr, Dunn says the Baron was an
interesting character, of an economical
turn of mind. *“His home and household
cost him little and he never made any
great display. The State Department
uses a distinctive kind of paper for its
dipl 1 Usually it is
quite generous and notes to embassies and
legations, when occupying only a few
lines, are sent on double sheets, the last
two pages of which are blank. Baron
Fava would carefully divide these blank
sheets from the State Department notes
and write his replies upon them. The
State Department officials could easily
recognize their own paper when thus re-
turned.”

Gov. Hill was sent to the Senate from
New York during President Cleveland's
second term and soon won the respect of

Foned, * A

ic corr

his associates by his careful attention to|

his duties and his skill in debate. “No man
was Hill's equal as a debater,” says Mr.
Dunn, “while he was in the Senate.” So
accurate was hizs memory that his col-
league, Edward Muorphy of Troy, said Hill
could reproduce the proceedings of the
Sennte for an entire legislative day if they
should happen to be destroyed. One of the
noteworthy events of this perlod was the
sensation occasioned by the alleged
march of a so-called army of unem-
ployed Inboring men toward Washing-
ton. under the leadership of one Jacob
8. Coxey. According to Mr. Dunn,
“Coxey's army was created by news-
paper men, who had been fooled into
belleving that suoch a movement had really
been set on foot in Ohio. When they found
ont their mistake they “wrote It up* just
the same until an “army" was actoally

ereated and on the march until it was dis- |

banded on the steps of the Capitol when
Coxey wns arrested for disobeying the sigp
directing visitors to keep off the grass.

The other administrations reviewed in
these two volumes are considered and dis-
cussed in the same manner as those of
Harrison and Cleveland. The author en-
joyed the privilege of personal acquaint-
ance with almest all the public men of
any note in the successive periods covered
by his narrative, and Ilnnumerable anec-
dotes have come to his ears concerning
many of them. He tells these stories well,
and his chapters read like instructive and
entertaining conversations with a good
talker who knows everything worth know-
ing about life in Washington during the
last quarter of a century. Mr. Dunn’a
work is especially valuable as preserving
n record of numerous noteworthy incidents
which might otherwise be forgotten. Many
of these have never beéen told before.

One other most

commendahble feature

of Mr. Dunn's interesting work requires to |

be notieed
of the

This is the admirable estimate
character and achievements of

Klihu Root, contained in Chapter xxiil. of |

Volume 1L, entitled “The Man of the
Hour.” Personal considerations forbid the
present writer from saying more on this
subject than to. express his gleasure at
finding a competent critic of our recent
publie fife able and willing to do justice to
one who deserves so well of his country.

Oriental Philosophy

TERTIUM ORGANUM. By P. D. Ouspefishy.
Alffed A. Knopt.

HE relationship between Ouspensky
T and Bragdon, his translator, par-
allels that between lDm-w[n and
Wallace. When Onspensky became a refu-
gee from the Bolsheviki he carried with

him one of Bragdon's books. In the chaos
which followed the war (mspensky disap-

ministration; so that the only imprudent
remark which he let fail from his lips dur- |
ing his four years in the War Department |
was the declaration, “General Mlles [s a|
newspaper soldier'™ Early In Cleveland's |
second term the British Minister at Wash- !
ington was ruised to the rank of Ambas-
sador, whereupon Thomas F. Bayard of
Delaware, our Minister to Great Britain,
wis likewise promoted and became the first |
Ambassador from the Unlted States to a|
foreign country. By reason of his ad-|

vancement, 8ir Julian Pauncefote, llln.l

British Ambassador, became dean of the civilized world, transmits my thought su'[
Diplomatic Corps at Washington in place | exactly that after a very attentive re\riewi

peared from sight as completely as if he
had entered the unknown world which he
was trying to explore, At that time laude
Bragdon translated the Tertium Organum.
Cuspensky was destitute in Constantinople
among the many Russinn refugees. He
established communication with his Ameri-
can trunslators and the English transla.
tion was shown him. He was satisfled, so
well =atisfied with it that he says: “This
translation, made without my knowledge
and participation, at A time when I was
cut off by war and revolution from the

of the book I could only find one word to
correct.” E

Ouspensky is attempting to widen the
boundaries of human knowledge, His title
challenges comparison with the “Organon”
of Aristotle, and the “Novum Organum” of
Bacon. He gives the book a substitute,
“A Key to the Enigmas of the World."”
He shows first that modern science can-
not solve certain mysteries, and is becoms-
ing more and more uncertain. He adopts
Hinton's statement that “Space is the in-
strument of the mind,” and postulates that
“Muatter s as much an abstract conception
as are truth, good and evil” When we
seek to analyze time in its flight we are
confronted with the blank enigma of the
Eternal Now.

Ouspensky tries to explain the fourth
dimension by showing how Inadequately
inhabitants of a two dimensional world
would conceive of three dimensions. The
third dimension would scem movement to
them. Hence they would conceive it as
time. Ouspensky believes that men of
conscl will free themselves
of the illusions caused by our present con-
ceptions. He says: “We must throw off
the chains of our logic. This s the first,
the great, the chief liberation toward which
humanity must strive.” Onspensky’'s book
stimulates thought in urging it to return
to the mysticism of the early church and
the older philosophies of the Orient.
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